@ BELLSOUTH

BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. 615 214-6301 Guy M. Hicks

Suite 2101 Fax 615 214-7406 General Counsel
333 Commerce Street

Nashville, Tennessee 37201-3300

December 2, 1997

Dennis McNamee, Esquire
Tennessee Regulatory Authority
460 James Robertson Parkway
Nashville, TN 37243-0500

Re: Universal Service Generic Contested Case
Docket No. 97-00888

Dear Dennis:

Enclosed is the executed Agreed Order permitting questions from the Staff during the
hearing in this proceeding.

W yours,

—

GuyM\kQ:ks
GMH:ch
ce:  Charles Howorth Th——

Bennett Ross

102341






BEFORE THE TENNESSEE REGULATORY AUTHORHY

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

)
IN RE: UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) DOCKET NO. 97-00888
GENERIC CONTESTED CASE )

AGREED ORDER PERMITTING QUESTIONS FROM STAFF DURING HEARING ON
THE MERITS

Background

This matter came before the Tennessee Regulatory Authority ("Authority") upon its own
motion, for the commencement of a new generic contested case on the establishment of
alternative Universal Service support mechanisms.

This matter was considered at a regularly scheduled Authority Conference held on May
13, 1997, at which time the Directors voted unanimously to: convene a new generic Case
proceeding to consider Universal Service, to set a pre-hearing conference, and to appoint Director
Sara Kyle as Hearing Officer.

Subsequent ta public notice, the first of two contemplated Pre-Hearing Conferences and
one technical forum for this docket was held Monday July 28, 1997, at 1:00 P.M. This first Pre-

Hearing Conference was held to:

1. Consider petitions for intervention,

2 Determine a statement of issues, and simplifying those issues, if appropriate,
3. Establish a discovery schedule and hearing date.

4. Recommend Conclusions of Law.



This Pre-Hearing Conference was conducted, pursuant to T.C.A.4-5-306, in the Hearing Room at
the Authority, 460 James Robertson Parkway, Nashville, Tennessee.

The second of the Pre-Hearing Conferences was held on September 23, 1997, to further
refine and categorize the issues, and to determine if any issues could be the subject of a briefing

process rather than requiring them to be subjects at issue at the Hearing on the merits.

Permission for Staff to Participate

Upon acceptance of the Hearing Ofﬁccr’s Report, as Amended, the Authority scheduled a
Technical Workshop for October 14, 1997. At the Workshop the Parties verbally agreed to allow
the Staff of the Authority to participate in the Workshop, and assist in the redefinition of the
issues and amendment of the case schedule discussed at the September 23, 1997, Pre-Hearing
Conference.

Discussion

The Phase 1 Hearing on the Merits in this docket is scheduled for the week of December &
-12. 1997, in the Hearing Room of the Authority, 460 James Robertson Parkway, Nashville,
Tennessee. before Chairman Lynn Greer, Director Sara Kyle and Director Melvin Malone. It
appears to the Authority that there are highly technical issues in this case and in light of a prior
Agreed Order entered in Docket No. 96-01 152" permitting the Authority staff to ask questions
during a case proceeding, the Parties hereby agree to the entry of this Order.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That members of the telecommunications staff shall be allowed to ask questions

directly of the witnesses in this case proceeding.

''|. See the Agreed Order of October 25, 1996, In the Matter of the Interconnection Agreement Negotiations
Between AT&T Communications of the South Central States, Inc., and BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc..
Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. Section 252.



2. That such questions will follow the Parties’ direct and cross examination of a witness

and will precede re-direct examination of a witness.

3. To the extent that the staff refrains from asking questions which tend to suggest the
espousal of one Party’s position over the other, the Parties have agreed that the staff’s asking of
questions does not remove them from the role of advisor and in no way creates the inference that
the staff has become a Party to the proceeding. Further, the staff shall ask only for information
that will enable them to better advise the Authority.

4. That any party aggrieved with the Authority’s decision in this matter may file a

petition for Reconsideration with the Authority within ten (10) days from and after the date of this

Order.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on December 2, 1997, a copy of the foregoing document was served
on the parties of record, via hand delivery, fax, or U. S. Mail, postage pre-paid, addressed as

follows:

Don Baltimore, Esquire
Farrar & Bates

211 7th Ave., N., #320
Nashville, TN 37219-1823

Mr. Thomas J. Curran
Director External Affairs
360 Communications Co.
8725 W. Higgins Road
Chicago, IL 60631

Richard Smith

President

Standard Communications Co.
302 Sunset Dr., #101

Johnson City, TN 37604

Ms. Nanette Edwards
Regulatory Aftairs Manager
Deltacom, Inc.

700 Blvd. South, #101
Huntsville, AL 35802

W. T. Sims

Manager

Yorkville Telephone Cooperative
Yorkville, TN 38389

Glen B. Sears
General Manager

West Kentucky Rural Telephone Coop.

237 N. 8th St.
Mayfield, KY 42066

Carolyn Tatum-Roddy, Esq.
Sprint Communications Co., LP
3100 Cumberland Circle
Atlanta, GA 30339

91504

James P. Lamoureux

AT&T

1200 Peachtree St., NE, #4068
Atlanta, GA 30367

Guilford Thornton, Esquire
Stokes & Bartholomew
424 Church Street, #2800
Nashville, TN 37219

T. G. Pappas

Bass, Berry & Sims

2700 First American Center
Nashville, TN 37238

Richard M. Tettlebaum
Citizens Communications
1400 16th St., NW, #500
Washington, DC 20036

Vincent Williams, Esq.

Office of the Attorney General
Consumer Advocate Division
426 Fifth Ave., N., 2nd FL
Nashville, TN 37243-0500

William C. Carriger, Esquire
Strang, Fletcher

One Union Sq., #400
Chattanooga, TN 37402

Dan H. Elrod, Esquire
Trabue, Sturdivant, et al.
511 Union St., #2500
Nashville, TN 37219-1738



Jon Hastings, Esquire
Boult, Cummings, et al.
414 Union St., #1600
Nashville, TN 37219

Henry M. Walker, Esquire
Boult, Cummings, et al.
414 Union St., #1600
Nashville, TN 37219

Dana Shaffer, Esquire
NEXTLINK

105 Malloy Street, #300
Nashville, TN 37201

Richard Cys

Davis, Wright Tremaine

1155 Connecticut Ave., NW, #700
Washington, DC 20036

Daniel M. Waggoner
Davis Wright Tremaine
1501 Fourth Ave., #2600
Seattle, WA 98101-1684

Charles B. Welch
Farris, Mathews, et al.
511 Union St., #2400
Nashville, TN 37219

Hubert D. Dudney
General Manager

Twin Lakes Telephone Co.
P. O. Box 67

Gainesboro, TN 38562

James Wright, Esq.

United Telephone - Southeast
14111 Capitol Blvd.

Wake Forest, NC 27587

Dennis McNamee, Esquire
Tennessee Regulatory Authority
460 James Robertson Parkway
Nashville, TN 37243-0500

Wayne Gassaway, Manager

DeKalb Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
P. O. Box 247

Alexandria, TN 37012

Phoenix Network
Attn: Denise Newman
1687 Cole Blvd.
Golden, CO 80401

Jane Walters, Commissioner
Department of Education

710 James Robertson Pkwy, 6th F1.
Nashville, TN 37423-0375

Jack McFadden, Director

Dept. of Finance & Administration
598 James Robertson Parkway
Nashville, TN 37243-0560

Dana Frix, Esquire
Swidler & Berlin

3000 K Street, NW, #300
Washington, DC 20007

F. Thomas Rowland

North Central Telephone. Coop.
P. 0. Box 70

Lafayette, TN 370830070

Val Sanford, Esquire

Gullett, Sanford, Robinson & Martin
230 Fourth Ave., N., 3d Fl.
Nashville, TN 37219-8888

D. Billye Sanders, Esquire
P. O. Box 198866
Nashville, TN 37219-8966

Fred L. Terry

General Manager

Highland Telephone Cooper
P.O.Box 119

Sunbright, TN 37872



Michael Romano

Mark Pasko

Swidler & Berlin

3000 K. St., NW, #300
Washington, DC 20007-5116

Proctor Upchurch, Esquire
P. O. Box 3549

Woodmere Mall

Crossville, TN 38557-3549

Sheila Davis

Chaz Taylor, Inc.

3401 West End Ave., #318
Nashville, TN 37203

James W. Dempster, Esquire

Ben Lomand Rural Telephone Co-opp.
P. O. Box 332

McMinnville, TN 37111-0332

Kim Lynnora Kirk, Esquire
TN Dept of Environment
312 Eighth Ave., N.
Nashville, TN 37243-1458




